Prayer points — November 2025

All Saints

Many churches mark the 1st of November — All Saints - as a time for thinking about the ways in

which Christians through the centuries have witnessed to God's love through their words and lives. In our care for
creation, we can draw inspiration from ‘the saints’ who have cared for and about God's creation as part of that
witness. Some are well known — you may think of St Francis’ vision of all creation joining in a canticle of praise, St
Brigid’s love of her fellow creatures, the vibrant theology of St Hildegard of Bingen, or the respect for creation’s
gifts in the Benedictine Rule.

But ‘saints’ are not limited to a few widely recognised people. In the New Testament, Paul speaks of church
members “called to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ.”(1 Cor 1:2) Who are the saints who have given you inspiration through their witness? We give thanks for all
who have shown us how to serve Christ by caring for His creation and who have inspired us to prayer and action.

Remembering those who have suffered and died

At this time, many Christians also remember all who have died. We pray especially for everyone who has suffered
or died as a result of extreme weather events, many of them climate-related, in the past year. Some we have heard
about: the people who died in the European heatwave, or in recent floods in Mexico, or because of the Los Angeles
wildfires. Some, like those who died in Sudan’s Jebel Marra landslide or many of the hundreds of thousands killed
by rising heat or the diseases it enables are rarely mentioned. All, however, are known to God, in whose image they
were created. Lord, have mercy on their souls and grant healing and comfort to those who grieve them.

Melissa

Over the past week, we have watched in particular as Hurricane Melissa, fed by exceptionally hot seas, underwent
rapid intensification from a Tropical Storm to a Category 4 hurricane in 18 hours and then intensified again to
Category 5. The storm deluged Haiti and the Dominican Republic, leading to dozens of people’s deaths in the
former, before becoming the most powerful storm ever to make landfall in Jamaica, with wind speeds estimated at
185 mph. It is a testimony to the notice offered by forecasters and the planning and resilience of Jamaicans that
the death toll is 19 as of writing, though the true extent of harm is not yet clear, as many remote communities are
still cut off. But deaths alone do not capture the devastation affecting communities where 90% or more of buildings
are damaged, and agricultural crops, businesses, and critical infrastructure have been destroyed. The Jamaican
government has a comprehensive plan for responding to disasters, but with such catastrophic impacts, even these
will be stretched. Father, we lift up to you everyone affected by Melissa and pray for healing and comfort. We pray
for the leaders and people of Jamaica and the other affected countries as they work on relief and recovery.
Conscious that scientists believe the strength of the storm would have been unlikely without climate change, we
pray that wealthy countries that have heavily contributed to emissions will also contribute to recovery efforts.

A time of peril ...

Melissa is only one symptom. The recently released ‘State of the Planet’ report, written by leading scientists warned:
“We are hurtling toward climate chaos. The planet's vital signs are flashing red. The consequences of human-driven
alterations of the climate are no longer future threats but are here now.” The Global Tipping Points Report stated:
“Humanity [is] in the danger zone where multiple climate tipping points pose catastrophic risks to billions of people.
Already warm-water coral reefs are crossing their thermal tipping point and experiencing unprecedented dieback,
threatening the livelihoods of hundreds of millions who depend on them. Polar ice sheets are approaching tipping
points, committing the world to several metres of irreversible sea-level rise that will affect hundreds of millions.”

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said: “The truth is that we have failed to avoid an overshooting above 1.5C
in the next few years. And that going above 1.5C has devastating consequences ...” Lord, these warnings echo the
concerns of our hearts. We lament the destruction around us and pray that such strong words and the realities they
represent will break down blocks to climate action, at the forthcoming climate talks and more broadly.. Open minds
and hearts, Lord, we pray — even if we do not see the results immediately, give us confidence that they will come.
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... and of opportunity

While the reports coming out before the UN climate talks pull no punches, they are not defeatist. The Global
Tipping Points Report 2025 says clearly that this is “a time of urgency — but also of possibility...Science warns us of
ecosystems approaching dangerous thresholds. Yet this same science also shows us the extraordinary potential of
positive tipping points: self-reinforcing shifts in policies, technologies, finance, and behaviours that can drive
change at unprecedented speed and scale ... Every tipping point of danger can be mirrored by a tipping point of
opportunity. If coral reefs are dying back, restoration of coastal ecosystems can still drive resilience and livelihoods.
If forests are at risk, their regeneration can unlock carbon removal, biodiversity recovery, and sustainable
prosperity...."” Lord, thank you for positive opportunities and hope. We know that the vast majority of people
globally want to see their governments take more climate action: help us to see where and how we can join
together to promote positive tipping points in our own behaviours and in our nations’ policies.

COP 30:

From the 10%™ to at least the 21 of November, delegates will meet in Belém, Brazil, for COP 30, the latest round of
UN climate talks. Brazil, which has just announced the fourth consecutive year of reduced deforestation rates, aims
to move countries from discussing the Paris Agreement to implementing it more fully, and also to promote voluntary
progress through the Action Agenda. Two key areas particularly need progress. The first is the next round of national
climate plans, known as Nationally Determined Contributions. At present, not all countries have submitted theirs,
and those that exist fall far short of the emissions reductions need to meet the Paris goals. We pray that
governments bring to the conference a willingness to strengthen their commitments, offering clear and credible
targets to reduce emissions and showing clearly how they intend to achieve their goals ... including through a just
transition from fossil fuels, as agreed at COP28.

|II

The second main issue is finance. COP29 set a “new collective quantified goal” for climate finance — but it is still not
clear where the funds will come from, how communities will access them, and on what terms. The past and current
COP presidencies have been tasked with presenting a ‘roadmap’ — we pray for clarity and a genuine commitment to
helping those who are suffering climate impacts but have not contributed significantly to climate change.

Throughout the COP, Green Christian members will be meeting each day at 8 AM UTC for ten minutes to pray for
the talks. Do join in! We also offer a prayer from the Revd Dr Mike Perry:

God of creation and mercy, as nations gather in Belém guide leaders to choose truth over delay and courage over
comfort. Strengthen by your Spirit the will to cut emissions, protect forests, and fund adaptation and loss and
damage so that communities in poverty may flourish. Give courage to the Indigenous guardians of the Amazon.
Inspire your church to pray, to speak, and to live faithfully for the healing of the earth you love. We pray in the
name of your Son our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom all creation is bound together. Amen.

We give thanks for ...

e The UK release of its ‘carbon budget delivery plan’ for 2035. While there are critiques of particular
elements, it is a clear statement of intent to stand by the Climate Change Act and net zero targets — and
gives UK politicians credibility in the COP negotiations.

e The Anglican Communion’s ‘Lungs of the Earth’ campaign to protect forests, oceans, corals, ice caps and
frozen regions. Reflecting the wisdom and traditions of indigenous peoples, it offers accessible calls to
action and effective advocacy. Pray that it has a positive impact at COP30 and in churches across the world.

Steadfast on the journey

10 years ago, pilgrimage and prayer were recognised by Christiana Figueres, then head of the COP process, as vital
to the success of the Paris negotiations. Her open letter of gratitude begins: “To those who walked, to those who
prayed ...” While at times we can think — has anything changed? — in the ten years since, an unprecedented surge
in clean energy combined with stronger climate policies has in fact lowered the rate of anticipated warming
considerably. It is not enough — but it can inspire us to continue the journey of pilgrimage and prayer, living in hope
that God will inspire changes that transform our current trajectory. Lord, we thank you that you are a God who
hears and answers prayers. Keep us steadfast in the journey and faithful in lifting our hopes and concerns to you.

www.prayandfastfortheclimate.org.uk
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